II.

CINCINNATI.

IT will be necessary to push rapidly forward oye:r
the ground traversed by General Mitchel during the
fall of 1861 and winter of 1862. But in order to
trace his movements it will be well to glance at the*
situation of the national forces at the commencement;
of the autumn. General McClellan1 was reorganiz-
ing the Army of the Potomac, after the first battle
of Bull Run, and a great deal of solicitude wa& felfc
at Washington for the safety of the city. General
Eosecrans was in command of a small army in West-
ern Virginia, which General McClellan had left upon
his appointment to a higher command. General
Rosecrans's authority extended over the State of
Ohio, which lay adjacent to and in rear of his field of
operations. General Robert Anderson was at Louis-
ville, commanding what was then called the Depart-
ment of the Cumberland, embracing the State of
Kentucky and Eastern Tennessee. General Fre-
mont was in Missouri; while U. S. Grant, an obscure

1 "General," said Mitchel to McClellan, upon reporting for duty,
"you are a much younger man than I; but it is essential that you
have the undivided and unqualified support of all your generals. I
promise you mine most heartily/*

Mitchel was disappointed at the want of cordiality with which his
proffer was received. It would not be proper to assign a reason for
McCIellan's want of appreciation for this frank statement, when the
reason is not known. The fact is stated merely as an incident. One historian says that Mitchel was the most distinguished
